
New Brunswick First Action Plan
Fall 2020

Consolidate 
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government 
entity
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government 
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development



Procurement Policies

Training and Tools

Exemptions
GNB will promote the use of various exemptions permitted under 
procurement legislation and trade agreements, such as the Regional 
Economic Development, Local Food, and  Cultural Products exemptions. 

Procurement Policies
Policies such as "Buy-NB" and "NB Preferences" will be implemented within 
GNB to favour NB suppliers and contractors where permitted by 
procurement legislation and trade agreements.

Training and Tools
Online training and tools will be available for NB suppliers and contractors 
to help enhance their knowledge of the public procurement process and 
increase their chances of bidding success

Networking and Government
GNB will host a biennial reverse trade show and networking event to 
connect NB suppliers and contractors with public sector organizations.

https://www2.snb.ca/content/dam/snb/Procurement/strategy/PDF/ProcurementPolicies.pdf
https://www2.snb.ca/content/snb/en/services-to-government/procurement/training.html


Best Value Procurement for Construction
GNB will expand the use of best value procurement approaches for 
construction procurement.

NB Specs
Where possible, procurement specifications will be drafted based on New 
Brunswick products and will not exclude NB suppliers or contractors from 
the competition.

E-Bidding
E-bidding will be introduced for construction bidding opportunities, and 
the use of electronic bidding will be expanded for the procurement of 
goods and services, including RFPs.

Collaborative Procurement Planning
GNB will inform and consult with NB suppliers and contractors on capital 
and significant procurement projects.



Business Navigators

Opportunities New Brunswick

Procurement and Economic Development Committee
SNB and ONB will meet regularly with representatives from departments, 
school districts and regional health authorities to discuss possible avenues 
for supporting NB suppliers and contractors.

Business Navigators
Business Development Executives and Business Navigators from 
Opportunities New Brunswick will be trained to provide support to NB 
suppliers and contractors as they navigate the public procurement process.

Opportunities New Brunswick
Opportunities New Brunswick will have a clear mandate for NB supplier 
development, including support for and promotion of GNB procurement 
opportunities.

Industry – GNB Procurement Task Force
GNB will establish a sector specific task force with representation from 
industry to identify barriers and possible solutions to procurement in 
New Brunswick.

Unsolicited Proposals Program
GNB will develop a process for unsolicited proposals, whereby NB 
suppliers and contractors can submit their innovative ideas and products 
to GNB.

https://onbcanada.ca/meet-onb-business-navigators/
https://onbcanada.ca/meet-onb-business-navigators/
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/finance/promo/unsolicited_proposals.html


Procurement Legislation

Procurement Strategy and Function
Government will have one organization, SNB Strategic Procurement, 
responsible for all procurement, whether it be goods, services or 
construction services. 

Procurement Legislation
Legislative proposal to Government for one piece of legislation that will 
govern all procurement for goods, services and construction services.

https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showfulldoc/cs/2012-c.20/20200505
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